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Our dear friend and colleague, Prof. Günter Klein, former member of the EFSA Panel on Biological Hazards (BIOHAZ) and active member of several related working groups (WGs), passed away on 22 December 2016 at the age of 52 years. Günter contributed to EFSA\'s work over many years, beginning as a member of the first BIOHAZ Panel in 2003 and serving three mandates to 2012. Afterwards, he continued to contribute to various EFSA WGs, often as Chair or Rapporteur, until his untimely passing.

Günter obtained his Dr. med. vet. from the Free University of Berlin in 1990 where he was subsequently affiliated for 10 years as scientist at the Institute of Meat Hygiene and Technology. He obtained his specialisation degree in Food Hygiene in 1996. From 2000 to 2003, he worked as Senior Scientist at the Federal Institute for Health Protection of Consumers and Veterinary Medicine (BgVV) and then at the newly established Federal Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR). In 2003, he became Full Professor for Food and Meat Hygiene and Technology and Director of the Institute for Food Quality and Food Safety at the University of Veterinary Medicine Hannover, Foundation (TiHo). He lectured nationally and internationally and published more than 130 peer‐reviewed papers based on original research or reviews, many congress abstracts and symposium presentations, as well as books and book chapters. He served as Chair of the Food Hygiene Section of the German Veterinary Medical Association and Vice‐chair of the Committee on Disinfection in Veterinary Medicine in Germany. Günter held memberships of numerous high‐profile scientific bodies including the Medical Advisory Board of the Federal Ministry of Defence; the national veterinary working groups of the German Institute for Standardization (DIN) in the field of disinfection and standard setting; the Poultry Science Association; the American Society for Microbiology; and the International Association of Food Protection. He was an integral part of the German Codex Alimentarius delegation from 2000 to 2003 and also served as Editor‐in‐Chief of the Journal of Food Safety and Food Quality (Archiv für Lebensmittelhygiene).

Over his distinguished career, Günter developed broad experience in the fields of food microbiology and the molecular characterisation of food‐borne bacterial pathogens. He very generously shared his expertise in quantitative microbiological risk assessment developed during his work in Berlin where he organised and participated in several expert consultations related to food‐borne pathogens. His competencies included risk assessment and monitoring of antimicrobial‐resistant microorganisms, feed microbiology and safety, food technology/processing and food‐borne toxins. His research interests focused on the epidemiology and monitoring of food‐borne bacterial zoonoses and modern detection methods of food pathogens, with special interest in *Campylobacter* and strategies for its control in primary production and along the food chain. A committed European, Günter participated in several EU projects in collaboration with scientists from Spain, Italy, France, the UK and the Netherlands on diverse subjects including antimicrobial resistance and standardised methods for microbiological food analysis. In this role, he ably represented the BgVV‐FAO/WHO Collaborating Centre for Research and Training in Food Hygiene and Zoonoses at the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Consultation on Risk Assessment of Microbiological Hazards in Foods and the 24th Session of the Codex Committee on Fish and Fishery Products. He also contributed to the FAO/WHO technical reports focusing on the risk assessment of *Listeria* and *Salmonella*.

From the outset, Günter\'s contribution to EFSA\'s work was consistently high and his expertise was particularly essential in the series of opinions and statements on qualified presumption of safety (QPS), an area of work where he provided scientific coordination for over 8 years. He also contributed significantly to many other EFSA Opinions by participating in several WGs including that on the emergence of antimicrobial resistance in food in 2008. Günter was also a valued member of the WGs on the cooling of eggs in 2010; *Campylobacter* in broiler meat -- risk assessment and control options in 2011; meat inspection of swine in 2011; food‐borne viruses in 2011; and the review of the European Union summary report on trends and sources of zoonoses, zoonotic agents and food‐borne outbreaks in 2011.

Günter\'s early passing shocked all colleagues and friends who met him during his lengthy cooperation with EFSA. He was an excellent, knowledgeable and very respected colleague, and always an accessible, friendly, genuine and positive person who greatly facilitated many activities and situations. His varied cultural interests, coupled with his modesty, humanity, sense of humour and sociability made him a great fellow also in convivial gatherings after EFSA commitments.

Günter will always be remembered and cherished for the good moments, memories and positive inputs by all colleagues as well as by EFSA staff who had the pleasure to share time with him. With his passing, EFSA and the BIOHAZ Panel have lost an outstanding scientist and irreplaceable colleague. We will miss him very much, treasure the moments shared together and keep his example as a reference in our lives.
